Air mail

American Consulate
Milan, Italy
June 1, 1941

Dear folks:

Since I began my travels a couple of weeks ago I have received two letters from you to be
answered. Daddy’s letter of April 19 arrived on May 12, just after [ wrote to you the last time, and
Sarah’s letter of May 10 arrived the 29 - very good time indeed. I was very glad to hear from you
both, especially after such a long pause.

Having mentioned traveling, I might as well go on and be more precise. The opportunity to take a
courier trip, which I mentioned in my last, actually did come to a head a short time afterwards.
The Legation at Bern asked us to go to Rome and take the pouches from Rome to Bern. Mr.
Schnare expressed a desire to go to Bern himself, but, since he had already been to Rome the
week before, he had no objections to my going. He did say, however, that I had more work than
he did and that therefore he was in a better position to get away from the office. So I left here the
night of May 17 (Saturday) and took the night train to Rome, arriving there the next morning. You
will recall that my last visit there coincided with the beginning of the campaign against Greece.
This time, I arrived on the same day with the celebration of Croatians who were coming to
“request” the king to select a member of the house of Savoy to be king of Croatia. The city was
draped with Italian, German and Croatian flags, the latter appearing for about the first time
anywhere. It rained very hard and the new Croatian flags ran rather badly; this fact, however, did
not hinder the selection of the new monarch.

After delivering my mail to the Embassy, I went to Dowling’s house and had breakfast. After
another short visit to the Embassy, we had lunch at the hotel Excelsior with Mr. Tittmann, the
Counselor of Embassy - or rather, one of the counselors, since there are now two. Mr. Tittmann is
particularly interested in matters relating to the Vatican, having acted for a time as assistant to
Myron Taylor when he was there. Besides Dowling, there were two American priests present —
very nice fellows, judging by my brief acquaintance. Later in the afternoon, we went to the
Ambassador’s for tea. The other guests were the new assistant Naval Attaché and an American by
the name of Gorcher, Ehret, who has just been released from prison after serving a small part of
the eight year sentence he got for dealing on the Black Bourse in Florence. The Embassy had just
completed arrangements for his departure by plane the next day, and the Ambassador, as well as
the rest of us, were interested in hearing of his experiences in the various prisons where he was
confined. Without going into detail, it was a rather unpleasant experience, especially for a young
man of wealth accustomed to every luxury.

The next day, Monday, I spent mostly talking to various people in the Embassy and the Consulate
General. I discussed a few things with Mr. Bowman, the Consul General, and after lunch I saw my
old friend Vernon Link, the public health service doctor who went to Stuttgart at the same time as
I did. I had a drink with him and his wife, and they invited me to lunch the next day, which I
accepted with pleasure. We had a great time talking over our friends in Stuttgart, and I learned
from him that Mike Treble, the immigration inspector, who Janie may remember, is now in
Honolulu, quite a change after being in Europe for ten years or more, [ would think. Although
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several of the public doctors have been recalled to the States, there are still several on duty in
Europe.

Monday evening was the biggest thrill of all after having dinner with the famous “Triple Sec”
(three Secretaries of Embassy without families), we went to see Rebecca, the movie, in English. It
was the first film I had seen in English since my arrival here, and the first of any kind for almost a
year, since I have not been going to the movies here. I enjoyed it tremendously, and found the
suspense almost unbearable at times. To appreciate things fully, you have to be without them for
a while. I left Rome Tuesday night for Milan, arriving the next morning.

It turned out that, in addition to having a good time in Rome, I had also managed to pick up a
cold. This started to develop Wednesday afternoon, and I regret to say that it is still with me,
vitamin pills to the contrary notwithstanding. It is, [ am glad to say, much better now. Its progress
has not been helped by the fact that the weather, until day before yesterday, was very cold and
rainy. In fact, it is feared that the crops will be considerably impaired, since we have had little sun
and no warm weather up to the present. The last three days, including today, have been very
pleasant, however, although by no means is warm as one would expect that this time of year. I
tried to persuade Dowling to come here and make a trip around the Lake of Como with me over
the Memorial Day week-and, but he was unable to get away. No doubt, if he had come, the
weather would have been terrible.

To continue with the travels, on Friday, May 23, | had to make a trip to Turin to see about a
French visa for an officer from the Embassy. I made the whole round-trip in one day but even so, I
got to stay in Turin from 10 in the morning until three in the afternoon, and since there wasn’t
any work to be done, I just strolled around looking at the town. I hadn’t formulated in my mind
just exactly what I expected to see, but whatever it was, I felt vaguely disappointed. For one thing,
I thought I would be able to see the mountains from inside the city. I couldn’t, due perhaps partly
to the weather. Then, too, the city looked rather dull and uninteresting, the meal I had was dull
and uninteresting, etc. What with my new cold and all, I didn’t feel any too well, and perhaps this
contributed somewhat to the general dissatisfaction.

In the meantime Mr. Schnare made the trip to Bern returning with further pouches for Rome,
which were taken down by Phil Hubbard, who had not seen Rome before. Phil brought another
load back from Rome Tuesday morning (May 27), and I carried them on to Bern. The weather was
changeable; in the vicinity of Brig it was clear and the scenery gorgeous. On the north side of the
Loetschberg tunnel, however, we ran into rain again. I arrived in Bern a little after five in the
afternoon and took my sacks to the Legation. Somewhat to my surprise, I found that the Legation
is located quite a distance from the center of Bern, in a residential section. The Legation itself is a
remodeled dwelling house, and the only place that looked very busy was the mailroom, where,
besides myself the courier from Lisbon had just arrived with about 20 sacks of mail from all parts
of Europe. I had dinner with Claffey and Stoner, two couriers, the former an old acquaintance.
Claffey suggested that we eat at the grill room of the hotel where I was staying, as he knew the
maitre d’ hotel. Using his influence with the latter, he got us one of the most beautiful T-bone
steaks | have ever seen in any country, much less in Europe since the war. It was bigger than the
ordinary dinner plate and over an inch thick. It was beautifully browned on the outside, and rare
inside served with Bearner sauce. We had French fried potatoes and some vegetables also, but I
was so carried away with the meat that I didn’t pay much attention to the rest. We also had a
bottle of French wine (red), and dessert. Altogether it was a marvelous meal, and it cost plenty,
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too: about $2.50 each. You wouldn’t want to pay that much all the time, but for a change it was
fine. It was especially worthwhile, since it is persistently rumored that there will be no further
distribution of meat during the summer here. The amount you get now is just about enough for
one meat meal a week. Tonight [ am having Claffey, the courier, and Bob and Helen Pallucca for
dinner. My maid told me that if we served meat, it would take our entire week’s supply, so we are
having chicken. The chicken cost over $2.00 and it’s not much of a chicken, either. And you must
remember that I get extra rations; if not there wouldn’t have been any chance at all of serving
meat.

Going back to Bern, I did a little shopping the next morning, but not as much as I wanted to, and
called at the Consulate, which is in the business section, quite apart from the Legation. After
lunch, I took the train at 1:40. At the frontier I met a chap heading for the Embassy at Rome, and
we continued the trip together. He was just fresh from the States, and I was glad to get his
opinion on what is going on over there. We arrived in Milan at 8:30, and I went home with a
terrific headache coming from my cold spreading into the sinuses. Fortunately, I feel much better
now, but I am willing to stay put for a while now. Being halfway between Rome and Bern, we are
not really in a very good position to do courier work; it is more logical and less expensive to have
someone from either one end or the other do the services; however I had something to carry every
place I went.

[ might remark that Sarah’s letter reached me by the courtesy and with the approval of Italian
censor #4. | am glad that there was nothing about the D. A. R. convention to which he could take
exception. It must have been very nice for Sarah and Melody to spend a week or so in Washington
- my favorite city. I am also glad to hear about Melody’s trip to Cincinnati to see the Wurlitzers.
They must be very lovely people indeed, and I am sure they will be pleased to know how well she
has been doing with her music. I am looking forward very much to hearing her play when I get
home. (When and if.) Most interesting was the account of Mary Shinn’s wedding. It sort of makes
me feel old and out of the running. I do hope Mary and her husband will be very happy. I just got
a letter from Bob Tankersley, the fellow who was to come to see you. He broke his arm and his
wife had typhoid fever, so that accounts for his failure to show up. I understand that he has
written you a few lines of explanation in the meantime. And now I must close. Much love and
good health to all.
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AMBERICAN CONSULATH
Milan, Italy
June 1, 1941

Dear Folks:

Since I began mMy travels a couple of wecks sgo, I
have received two letters from you to be answered, ﬁaduy 8 letter
of Anril 19th arrived on May 12th, juast after I wrote to vou the last
time, and Sakah's letter of ey 1Uth arrived the 29th - very good time
indeed. I was very glad tp° hgar from you both, esvecially after such
a long nause.. ‘ N ‘ '
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HaV1nv'ﬂenuloﬂed travel Ang, I night a8 well go on and be
more precise. MMe opvortuni sty %ake & courier trip, which I mentioned
in my last, Octqale did come HHO-4 diead a short time afterwards. The
Legatlon at Rern aafed us to zo e Pame and take the pouches from Rome
to Bern. Mr. Schnare ewﬂressed a#aeaira t0 g0 %o Bern himself, but,
gince he had 1readv beeﬁ t0 Rome Lne'week before, he had no obmectlons
to my going He did \gay, h)UQVGT, tHat~Dhad mare vork then he did
and that fb@reLo"e he “was in a better “Oﬁltiﬂh to get avay Irom the
office, S0 I left here th@& Nisht of Mav 17th (Saturday) and took the
night train to Rome, r“lv}n* $here the nex¥morning. You will recall
that my last visit +hare ooindrded with zhﬂ btplnniug 0of the campaign
araingt Greece. This time, T arrived on thé sape day with the dele-
gation of Prnatlans who vere coning to "revlest” the Fing to select
a member of the House of Savoy to be ¥King of Crogtia, The city was
draped with Ttailan German and’ CTOétlan flags, the latter apnearing
for about the first time anywheres”  I% rained very” hgrd and the new
Croatian flags ran rather badly; uhls *aet, uouevep‘_uiu not hinder the
seketion of the new monarch. d > £ =

After delivering my mail t»—uhe,“nhaﬂsv. I Vﬁnt to Dowling's
house and had breakfast. After anothern/ShiPt visit 10 Ate) /Tmbassy,
we had lunch at the Hotel lxcelsior *1tw’ . Tittmann, the Coun elor
of Wmbassy - or rather, one of the CounséLQrs,A51pce there ¢fe now
two, Mr, Tittmamm is Uﬁ“th&larlv interested in matters TE€ lating to
the Vatican, havings acted for a time as as 31w$¢ﬂf t0 Myron %Paylor
when he was tre“e. Beoides Dowling, there nere tva Armerican priests
pregent - very nice fellows, ﬁudflnf by ny brief, dequainiance. T#ter
in the afternoon, we went t) the AmeSSadur 8 £0r¥ ted. The other guests
were the newv agsistant Faval attache and an Ameriganw By the name of
Ganthee, Ehret, who has gt been releaged from nrlggn alter serving
a small part o* the el&ht vear sentence he got for @&&llng on the
Black Bourse in Florence. he Imbassy had Jjust completed arrangements
for his devarture by plane the next day, and tub Ambagsador, as well
as the rest of us, were interegted in hLearing of his exveriences in
the various ﬂrlsoné were he was confined. Without going into detail,
it wag a rather wmmnleasant experience, especially for & young man of
wealth accustomed to svery luxury.

The next day, Wonday, I svment mostly talking to various people
in the TEmbassgy and the Consulate fGencral., I discussed a few things
with Mr., Bowman, the Consul General, and after lunch I saw my old
friend Vernon Link, the publiec he nLuh serviece doector who went to
Stutteart at the same time as I did. I had a drink with him ané his



wife, and they invited me to-lunch the noxt day, which I accepted with
pleagure., We had a great time talking over our friends in Stuttpart
and T learned from him that Mike ireble the immigration inspector,
who Janle may remenber, is now in Honalulu. (juite a change after
beins in Burope for ten years or more, I would think. Although
several of the publiec doctors have been recalled to the Stetes, there
are still several on duty in furope.

Monday evening was the biggest thrill of all. After
havine dinner with the famous "Triple Sec" (Three Secretaries of
Embassjd without families), we went to see Rebecca, the movie, in
English. It was the firgt' *ilm I had seen in Inglish since my ar-
rival here, 4nd the firgtOf dny kind for a1most & year, since I
have not bﬁeﬂ Wolny to theqmovies here. 1 enjoyed it tremenﬂously,
and found tYe a;@nense a1moat. unbearanle at times, To appreciate
things - ullv,,you ‘have to bet thhau* them for a while. I left RoOme
Tuesdaw nizht for’ﬁ;lan anxvinb,the next morning.

Lt turned out zhat Jﬁ aud¢t1un to having a good time
in Rome, I had alao mﬁnaﬁed e plb? Mp a cold. mhls gtarted to
develop Wednesday al ternoon, and T,ﬁﬁ#rat to say tha LT is sbill
with me, vitamin pilTs to the contrafy" HOtVitHQtnndlnh. Tt d8.
am #laa to say, mueh hetter.now, It8 progress has not been helped
by the fact that the meaﬁher, until day before yesterday, was very
cold and rainy. In faet, it is feared tﬁ&v’*hu crops 1111 be con-
giderably imnaired, gincelwe ' have had 1ithle-Zun and no warm weather
up to the nresent, The last three days, 1nq¢n01n, totiay, have been
very npleasant, however, althougg;bv no neans ap/?drm asae vould
exnect at tuls time of year. < I tried to n&%ﬁn&&e howling to come
here and make a trip around the ﬁgLe 0f Cono with me over the MNemorial
Day weék-end, but he wasg unable to,”aﬁ EVAY . ﬁogmqut if he had
come, the weather would have beanﬂtgrr¢ble. (€ os

N
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my gontinue with thed tr_'Els, on Fz iaay May 23rd, I
had to make & trip to Turin to see dhuut"a F"enoh visg L dr ko an
officer from the "mbassy. I made the vupie round trip-ih ane day,
but even so, I got to atay in Turin fron IG‘Qn the morning Jantil
three in the afternoon, and since there w&an't any works®0 be done, I
just strolled around lnuklng at the townd” I—uﬂun't formuiated in my
mind just exactly whas I expected to aee,‘%@w whatever it ves, &
felt vaguely disaoppointed. TFor one thing, I 10U“ht I wouid be able
to see the mountains from inside the city. I,cﬁukun’t due perhaps
partly to the weather. Then, too, the cits logked-ratier cull and
uninteresting, the meal T had was dull and mnlnteresilné ete. UWhat
with my new cold and all, I didn't feel any 7too WGiL, and perhaps
thig contributed aomewhct to the general Gigssatisfaction.

In the meantime, Mr. Schnare made the trip to Bern,
returnines with further pouches for Rome, which were teken down by
Phil Hubbard, who had not seen Rome before. Phil brougit another
1oad back ?rom Rome muesddy norning (May 27th), and T carried them
on to Bern. The weather was changeable; in the vicinity of Brig it
was clear and the scenery gorgeous. On the north side of the Loetsch-
berg tunnel, however, we ran into ra&in acain. I arrlved 1n Bern a
little after five in the afternoon, and took my sacks to the Legation,
Somewhat to my surprise, I found that the Legation is located quite
a distance from the center of Bern, in a residential section. The



Legzation itself is a remodeled dwelling house, and the only place
that looked very busy was the mail room, where, besides myself, the
courier from Lisbon had just arrived with about twenty sacks of mail
for all parts of Burope. I had dinmer with Claffey and Stoner, two
couriers, the former an old acquaintance. Claffey suggested that we
eat at the grlll room of the hotel where I was staying, as he lnew
the maftre da'hotel., Using his influence with the latter, he got

us one of the most beautiful T bone steaks I have ever seen in any
country, mueh less in Burope gince the war. It wag bigger than the
ordinary dinner niate and over an inch thick. It was beautifully
browned on the outside, and rare insiae, served with Bearner sauce,
Vie had French fried notatues W@and some vegzetables also, bui I was so
carried away with the mead that I daidn't pay nuch ahtcntion to the

=

rest. e aiso hau a bottle 0-ﬂ3reuch wine \red) and dessert. Alto-
sether, it wa® a’warvelous Medl, and it cost pl entv, tco: about

$2.50 each. " Your ‘wouldn't want tu pay that much all the time, but

for a change it wag fine., It wa g8 esnecially Mthh-wnlle since it

is DerSiSh?ntlv rumured that tnere ¥ill be no further u¢btribution
of meat durins the summer her - Lv apount vou get now is just about
enourh for one meat mead a wbek. Horisnt I am having Claffey, the
cowier, and Bob and Heien Pallucca fur dianer. My meid told me that
if we served meat, it would take owr 9nblre week's sunply, so we

are having chicken. The chicken cost.mkmm over $2.00, and it's not
much of a chiécken, either. - And you must remember Lhdt I get sxtra
rationg; if not, naere woulunkﬁ hawe baen anv chance at all of
gerving meat. o~ ¢

- v/,

Going back to ?ern : cl_ic‘:. a little ﬁhu‘r}plll'{: the next morning,
but not as much as T wanted toé “ahd cailed adb the  Consulate, whieh
is in the business section, quite #part from hae Egratlun. ATfter
collegting the mail for Home, I Wﬁﬁo back to thé hute+, had 8 gquiek
lunch, and ‘voo0k the train at 1:40. At the frontier Tmet a cndn
heaGing for the Tmbassy at Rone, ang,wea continued\ Lne Arip together.
He was just fresh from the States, ¥na~ A was giad %Q**@; his opinion
on what is &oing on over ithere. We H‘“LV&Q in }11dr,&%'ﬂkou and
I went home with a terrifie headache oomin’garow 1y uold,spre ding
into the sinuses. Fortunately, I feel widh better now,~but I am
willing to stay pat for & while now. Being half way b@tWELn Ronme
and Bern, we are not really in a very @OOL—?U jition to Go eourier
work; it is more logical and less expensive, to-ﬁuve gome one fronm
either one end of the other do the service; hoﬂevey, 1 had something
to carry everyplace I went. A

~~

I might remark that Sarah's leuvter rcauﬁea e by the cour-
tesy and with the anvnroval of Italian censor 54. i.dnfglaa that there
was nothing sbout the D.A.R. convention to which hg ‘dould take ex-
ception., It must have been very nice for Sarah and Melody to spend
a week or so0 in Washington - my favorite city. I am also giad to hear
about Melody's trip to Cineinnati to see the "urlitzers. They must
be very lovely neople indeed, and I™3ure they will be pleased to know
how well she has been doing with her musie. I am looking forward
very mauch to hearinz her play when I zet home. (VWhen and if.) Most
interesting was the azcount of Mary Shinn's wedding. It sort of makes
me Teel old and out of the running. I do hope Mary and her husband
will be very hanvpy. I Jjust zot a letter from Bob Tankersley, the
fellow who was to come to see you. He Dbroke his arm and hig wife had
typhoid fever, so that accounts for hig failure to show up. I under-
gtand that he has written you a few lines of explanation in the nean-

time. And now T must close. Much. thnh ol SR eAas A n et 4 aw
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